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* BROUGHT TO THE TEST, Ke. | 
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4 
15 Me. ; Wars, Maier if hs Letter, at ru 
in Kent. 


| SIR, 


7 


P great s of the Gentiles 
a0 to n of dogs, evil workers; and of the 
Conciſion, or cutters, who, like poor Peter, take a 


carnal weapon, inſtead of a ſpiritual one, and cut at 
the high- prieſt's ſervant's ear, inſtead of the traitor's 


heart. Tou have been ſent for (by Mr. Stonehouſe) 


to Cranbrook, I find, the place of my nativity ; and” © 


you have attempted, 5 a few of your own chimeras 


palmed upon the holy law of God, to ridicule and 


bring into contempt, what 1 believe to be, the 


truths of the everlaſting Goſpel. ** Mr. Stonchouſe, 


it ſeems, was too much taken up in buſineſs; he 


wanted time: e perhaps, he wants truth, 


A 2 and 


* 
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and the power and experience of it, as much as time, 
Be that as it may, You would go home, as you 
expreſſed yourſelf, “ and rummage up all your lumber 
te for the expedition,” though you was adviſed to the 
. Contrary. Surely, if you had been armed and equip- 
| ped from Heaven, you would have been fit for the 
field, without riding ſo many ms to 8 the 
arguments of the dead. | 
Tou report that you 8 attended Mr. 
C n, to hear depths of doctrine; Mr. Rn, 
to have your graces ſtirred up; and Mr. Hunting- 
ton, to hear oddities: and I believe they are oddities, 
and ever will remain fo, to novices; for the preach- 
ing of the croſs of Chriſt is, to them that periſh, fooliſb- 
neſs. But did not all theſe depths, ſtirrings, and od- 
_  dities, furniſh you for the attack? Have you no 
truth, nor arguments, but what lay on the ſhelves of 
your ſtudy? If the Spirit and Word of God had dwelt 
in you, and if God had ſent you on this warfare, he 
would have furniſhed you both with armour: and 
weapons. A good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt is never 
without his armour,” nor his artillery; nor does he 
go a warfare at his own expence. Fetching lumber 
rom Smarden, plainly proves that God had no hand 
in the expedition: beſides, arguments borrowed 
fſtom authors by graceleſs men are never forcible 
for want of a divine edge. If God be the ſeword of a 
man's excellency, the excellency and power of God 
will attend the man. Without this, however fine 
the reaſonings, however nice the diſtinctions, how- | 
1185 ever 
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ever eloquent the language, the man can do no more 
than carnalize, legalize, or philoſophize, the diſpen- 
ſation of the Spirit; and the s0uL-BEGGARY of the 
man, whether he preach or write, will diſcover it- 
ſellf, in all he ſays or writes, to one who lives and 
walks in the Spirit of God. Many of our authors 
are not aware of this; they write and ſpeak to dif- 
play their abilities, and exalt themſelves in the eyes 
of others; and, when they have done all, it can only 
be called the ſpeech of them that are puffed up, for 
there is no power; and, in truth, they only expoſe . 
their pride and ignorance, and the ſtarving condition 
of their ſouls; and convince the ſpiritually-minded, 
that not a reformation in life, improvement in lan- 
_ guage, or even miniſterial, which are called ſpiritual 
Fits, make a man a ſpiritual man. Nothing but a 
ſpiritual birth can do this: that which is born of be 
Spirit is ſpirit. Such men, though they may be 
ranked, as they often are by ignorant profeſſors and 
weak - believers, with goſpel miniſters, yet neither 
their rank nor their gifts ſecure heaven to them, nor 
their ſouls: from falling headlong into hell. Judas 
(fays Peter) was NUMBERED with us, and had ob 
tained part of this miniſtry, Acts i. 17. and it was 
the worſt part, the gift, not the grace, that is ſo 
neceſſary for the diſcharge of the office that he had 
taken: therefore from this part of the miniſtry Judas 
by tranſgreſſion fell, that he might go to his own place. 
This © coming and going from the place of the holy 


A will be 1 forgotten in the heavenly. Jeru- 
5 My 1 ſalem, 


6 TIR BO CHILD BROUGHT TO THE TEST 5 
<-ſalem,” Eecleſ. viii. 10. N they have ſo done 
in Mount Zion. E 

Nor did you appear in 1 hainat Ciatbracky _ 

but in baldneſs : the ſbame of your nakedneſs was not = 
hid; nor did your melody riſe from the certain ſound 

of the goſpel-rrumpet ; but, like that of a W 
from the emptinqſ of the preache.. 

Did God ever give you a meſſage nut 
Had you either your meflage or impulſe from him? 
Did you once aſk him either for matter or manner 
in this undertaking ? Did your face ſhine or heart 

Now with grace in that work of naught?" Did the 


fair beauty of the Lord appear in the meeting ? 


Mere the outgoings of God ſeen in it? or, Did he 


ones ſtir up his ſtrength, and come among yon?“ 


Were the ungodly alarmed, the unruly warned, the 
gain ſayers eonfuted, the hypocrites expoſed, and the 
bowels of Me ſaints refreſhed Þ Did you go home 


heart? Had you nearneſs of acceſs to him in prayer 
at your return? or did either Seripture or Conſcienee 
ſay, Well done, gecd and faithſul ſervant Don't 
ydu think that the free · will Baptiſts, the kypoeticica 
Armimians, and ſome that are called members of that 

place, beſide the openly profane, ſtood in more need 
of the ſharpneſs that you uſed among them, than I 
did? Is there one mote in my eye that the beam in 
eee yaw to mm out? Anden eg 3 

ger about t. 


. i; ſuch M10 rife! Notions the falt 
le. of 


* 


of 
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AWD urs VSE or THE LETTER CONSIDERED. 9 
of him that you are gone to ſucceed, I heard him 


about twelve years ago, at Kingſton upon Thames; Ah 


and ſaid, as ſoon as he had finiſhed” his diſcourſe; 
that he had run before he was ſent: and I ſaid the 
ſame of one ſince, who was ordained at Hammer- 
fmith, who' confirmed it ſoon after; and the ſame 
of two ſince, whom God diſcovered in the ſame 
way to let me know that my judgment of thoſe 
men was from him. Let him that thinketh he fand. 
 eth, take heed left be fall. I hope thoſe who are go- 
ing (according to report) to ordain you, - will look 
about them; and not lay hands fuddenty on any man 
not countenance and recommend a man to the-work 
of the miniſtry, upon a reaſon of his hope, and a 
confeſſion of his faith, in general terms; without an 
account of his heart- felt experience of the truth; a 
confeſſjon of the faith delivered to him, and im- 
preſſed on his ſoul, by God himſelf; and a teſtimony 
in the ordainers conſciences from God, and from 
men of experience, touching the 7e/:imony of G 16 
the word of bis grace by him; beſides the witneſs of | 
ſome Connery or Ar ſeals of * miſſion and com-. 
—— n and fornicators, live been 
palmed upon the church of God heretofore, inſtead 
of miniſters of the Spirit, If he that Sidi an erro- 
neous man (who brings not the doctrine of Chriſt) 
Cod ſpeed, is a partaker of his evil deeds ; what muſt 
they be partakers of, who, upon a partial examina- 
den, a written ſchool· boy s confeſſion, and perhaps 
HP 44 3 
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an unexperienced people's call, or an attachment to 
a. party, lay on hands, countenance and ſend forth 
a wolf in ſheep's clothing, inſtead of an under- 
ſhepherd ? It is well if this work does not one day 
recoil, with a double diſcharge both of grief and 
guilt, upon the conſciences of many who in our day 
are called Preſbyters. When God makes manifeſt 
the counſels of the heart, it will appear that this is 
no ſmall part of tbe myſtery of ſpiritual wickedneſs (in 
the propagation of errors), that will be unfolded in the 
great day, to the confuſion of ſuch deceitful workers 
and. hypocrites, 'who were before of old ordained to this 
condemnation. Which pre-ordination of God 1 is no 

excuſe for a partial ordination by men. | 
Wo have not a ſingle doubt of my effectual call, 
both to ſalvation and to the miniſtry of the everlaſt- 
ing goſpel, and that by Jeſus Chriſt himſelf: and 1 
believe 1 I may ſay that God has ſet his ſeal a thouſand 
times to the miniſtry that I have received, by work- 
ing a change in ſinners hearts, and miniſtering the 
Spirit unto chem. But, who ſent you, I know not. 
Where is your genealogy? Where are the credentials 
that the Spirit of the living God has written on che 
fleſhly tables of your heart? Produce the twofold 
witneſs, that of the Spirit, and of conſcience, and. the 
myſtery of faith held therein. Let us have ſome 
account of the ſigning and ſealing you to the day of 
redemption, that we may know what i image and ſu- 
perſcription you bear. If you are deſtitute of theſe 
| things, you run before you were ſent; and, if ac- 
| quainted 
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quainted with them (even but in theory), you ſin 
againſt light and knowledge, by walking in etaſti- 
neſs, and 3 the word of God deceitfully. 

e The law is good, if a man uſe it lawfully.” 


I know it is: but, what could you bring from that 


text againſt a man who loves the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
in ſincerity and truth? What is there in that paſſage 
againſt one in covenant with God, under the domi= 
nion of grace, and that ſerves God in the newneſs of 
the Spirit? 7s rhe lato againſt the promiſe of God? God 
forbid ! The law is not made for a righteous man, 
but for tbe lawleſs and diſobedient, 1 Tim. i. g. 
© Whatſoever the law faith, it ſaith to them who are 
ce under the law, Rom. iii. 19. If the law is not 
made for a righteous man, how could you apply it 
to me, whom God has juſtified ? and if what the Law 
ſaith, it ſaith to them that are under it, how could 
you level its voice againſt them that are under 
grace? The Law ſpeaks to ſuch as you, who ſeem 
to be under it; and to them who are without the 
law of faith, and diſobedient to the goſpel, called 
lawleſs and diſobedient. But they that are Chrift's 
bave crucified the fleſh, with the affections and luſts; 
and againſt ſuch there is no law, Gal. v. 23; 24. 

What, then, could you make the Law, in your . 
ſay againſt me? 
The Law is handled lawfully hos. it is os forth 

as a tranſcript of the holineſs, truth, Juſtice, : a im- 
mutabiliiy, of Gd. | 
When 1 it is ſet forth in the hand of Juſticey) ac- | 
* 58 — | 
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|  companied with God's glittering ſword,, in all its 

ſpiritual meaning, and with all its unbounded de- 

mands, and againſt every ſinner that is out of Chriſt 

Jeſus, whether profeſſor or profane. 

When it is preached as a revelation of the . 

- 6us judgments of God, a revelation of his juſt wrath 
and holy indignation againſt all ſin, and ſinners who 
are under the law, for they are under the curſe ; and 

whatſoever things the Law ſaith, it faith to them. 

It is handled lawfully. when its ſpiritual meaning 

© is enforced, as reaching to the thoughts, words; 
acts, and workings of the very ſouls of men; Works 
n death in them by itſelf, which is good, © 
It is handled lawfully when the eternity of it is 
inſiſted on; % that devils and damned ſouls-ſhall 
have a gaol-delivery when God ſhall ceaſe to exiſt, 
when his eternal ſentence ſhall be recalled, and an 
TE law be repealed but not till tben. 
It is lawfully handled when it is ſet forth as added 
dae of tranſgreſſion; that ſin by the law might 
appear fin, and become exceeding ſinful; that the 
offence might abound, being viewed in that perfect 
gglaſs; that every mouth may be ſtopped, and the 
whole world be brought in guiliy before God. 

It is handled lawfully when it is ſet forth as mag- 

- ified and made honourable by the Saviour ; ; who 
gave a perfect obedience to every precept of it in his 
fe; and was obedient to his Father in ſubmitting 

to the we of it it in "00 even x the vera ve the 
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When it is ſer forth in the heart of Chriſt, who-is 


our Mercy-ſeat; and kept there, as the two tables of 
it were in the ark of old, never more to arreſt 


them who put their truſt under the ſhadow of Chriſt 
Jeſus, who is the end of che law for Pty to 


all that believe. 
Again, It is lawfully. handled wha it is "ood 
that the end of the commandment is charity; that 


love is the fulfilling of the law; and that all thoſe 


who have laid bold on eternal life, in whoſe heart the 


love of God is: ſhed abroad, and to whoſe-faith the 
righteouſneſs. of Chriſt is imputed, ht the, RIGHTE= | 


OUSNESS of the law is fulfilled in them, wive walk not 
efter the fleſh, but after the Spirit. | 


Fa man ſpeak, let him ſpeak as the dis 2 G54, | 


faith the Spirit; and I will leave you to judge whe- 


ther the Law be not lawfully handled in this letter, 


and whether I have not ſpoken in it agreeable to the 
oracles of God: and if, upon examination, you find 
I have, then in future uſe all the lumber that you 


may rummage up, againſt the world, the fleſh, and 


the devil; and leave me and my oddities to ſtand or 


fall to my own Maſter. There is plenty of ſinners 


at Cranbrook to level your diſcourſes at, without 
ſpovting or bending your tongue (for lies) at me; 
eſpecially hen you knew I was not preſent to an- 
fwer for myſelf, If you will preach a diſcourſe, and 


allow me to be preſent, I ſhall have no objection to 


eome down; and, if I cannot put you to ſhame, 
you ſnall put me to it. I have done nothing againſt 
a 6 = © 
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12 THE BOND CHILD BROUGHT TO THE TEST; 
the truth, -nor have I corrupted the words: Let us 
ſee if you can ſay the ſame. „ ro 

___ Your text is— | | 

c The law is 1 oe in lawfil.- 
- Firſt, Lou endeavoured to prove, Who they were 
ee that uſed it lawfully. The unbelie ver could not. 

8. E790, it muſt be the believer.” 155 
The believer having no more to do with the law 

ec than a woman wich a dead huſband, is black Anti | 

5 Fe nomianiſm. | | | | 
- - © A non- entity may be a rule as ſoon as . 
. <; Faith is a hand, an eye, a leg Ergo, no rule.” 
e The law is . therefore pets and 
ee everlaſting.” _ | 6 
«© Angels are under it.“ 
ls this ſpeaking as the oracles of God 2; * us try 
it by the law. and the teſtimony: if they ſpeak not ac- 
— Wo this word, it is wa there is * in 
Ku T * e cannot ah 5 law; ren. 
Sb * Ergo, it muſt be the believer.” 7 
Thbhis, Sir, was as crafty à beginning as ih hor 
| ke; Ut was a cunning ſtep to put the unbe- 
lever quite out of the queſtion; and then to intro- 
duce the believer, as the only perſon that could 
make a lawful uſe of the law, for this had the face 
of truth, and carried a very fair ſhow with it; and, 
daocubtleſs, this was as wiſe a courſe as you could 
ſteer to give your text a deceitful handling, in order 


do blacken your 3 and ſtumble the weak. 
But, 


5 
- | 
- 1 n 
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But, though the context did not anſwer your end, | 
it will anſwer mine, and therefore I ſhall produce it; 
and, without applying the words to unbelievers _ 
without reſtriction, I ſhall let them ſpeak to fe 

pelted teachers, for to them they are directed, and 
eſpecially, to unbelieving, or faitbigſs preachers, who 
run before they are ſent. 

ce Timothy—As I beſought thee to abide ln at 
ec | Epheſus, when I went into Macedonia, that thou 
« mighteſt charge ſome that they teach no other dot- 
« frine; neither give beed to fables, and endleſs gene- 
« aiogies, which miniſter queſtions rather than godly 

« edifying which is in faith: Jo do. Now the end 
« of the commandment i is charity, out of a pure 
« heart, and of a good conſcience, and of faith 
« unfeigned ; from which ſome having ſwerved, Cor 
e not aimed at] have turned aſide to vain jangling; 
* gefiring to be teachers of the law, underſtanding. 
et neither what they ſay nor whereof they affirm. 
&« But we know that the Law is good, if a man uſe it 
« /awfully. Knowing this, that the Law is not made 
« for a, righteous man, but for the lawleſs and diſ- 
« obedient.” 1 Tim. Chap. i. | 

If you had handled this context faithfully, and 


leeds its force againſt minifters of the letter, and 


ſpoken from your text, as the oracles of God, againſt 


ſuch men, it would have eſtabliſhed my doctrine, 


and ſaved you the trouble of making application, 
for every new-born babe in the audience might have 
repled=—T, my art the man. But E pplying it to 
| private 


£4 THE BOND CHILD BROUGHT TO THE TEST, 
Private believers inſtead of public preachers; and 
uſing it as their only rule of life, inſtead of uſing it 
as a charge to vain janglers, (who have ſwerved 
from the faith) was the only method you could 
adopt in order to expoſe your antagoniſt to con- 
tempt; and it is a method that ſhall one 80 or other 
expoſe you to it. 
The end of the commandment is charks; out of 
a pure heart, a good conſcience, and of faith un- 
feigned. He who is bleſſed with this myſtery, holds 
it faſt, enjoys it, and preaches it; is the real ſaint, 
aud true ſervant of Chriſt; and ſuch a ſervant is to 
charge ſuſpected perſons, that they preach no other 
doQrine; and they who ſwerve, or aim not at this, 
are thoſe that turn aſide to vain jangling ; novices, 
who defire to be teachers of the Law, underſtanding 
: errand what they ſay nor whereof they affirm. 
Te Law is good if @ man uſe it lawfully, 
ſee the lawful uſe that you have made of it. * The 
© ynbeliever,” you ſay, © cannot uſe it lawfully.” 
True: but, if you had made a lawful uſe of it, you 
ſhould have levelled all its contents at his head, 
for to him it belongs Knowing,” ſays Paul, 
« that the law is made for the lawleſs and diſobe- 
1 dient.“ But you levelled all the aveighty matters 
that you brought from it at me, who am a believer; 
for I can ſhew you my faith by my works, and the 
Law is not made for a righteous man. If the un- 
believer cannot make a lawful uſe of it, ergo, are 
> * not that R and, through ignorance, 
| | have 


— 
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have handled it unlawfully? And, if fo, ergo, Who 
ſet ſuch a novice at it? But, if malice led you thus 
to pervert the text knowingly, your ſin is the greater; 


and ſuch walking in craftineſs will make ſad work 


for conſcience another day. If to do as we would 


be done by, be the law and the prophets ; pervert- 
ing the Scriptures, to injure the juſt in the work of 


then, is the Antinomian ? I, who have levelled the 
Law's force at the ſinner; or you, who have uſed it 


to ſlander the righteous ? 


The believer having no more to do with ths 


te Jaw than a woman with a dead huſband, is black 


* Antinomianiſm.” If it be, I think my own” ex- 


perience and the Bible furniſhed me with it. 


Know you not, brethren, (for I ſpeak to them = 


ce that know the law) how that the law hath domi- 
ce nion over a man as long as he liveth ? For the 
tc woman which hath an huſband is bound by the 


te law to her huſband ſo long as he liveth ; but if 


c the huſband be dead, ſhe is looſed from the law 
ce of her huſband. So then, if while her huſband 
te liveth ſhe be married to another man, ſhe ſhall 
te be called an adultereſs: but, if her huſband be 
* dead, ſhe is free from that law; ſo that the is na 
cc adultereſs, though ſhe be married to another man. 
* Wherefore, ye alſo are become dead to the law by 


te the body of Chriſt [ye were crucified with him, 


ff and died in him, ] that ye ſhould be married to 


another, even to him who is miſed from the dead, 
cc «© that 


p * 
" 
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Eo. that we e ſhould bring forth OY wnto God, Rom. 
Ch. vii. 

The apoſtle 15 compares the Ele (befor 
called) to a woman bound by the law to a huſband; 
which is binding, and cannot be diſſolved as long 
as either of the parties live. adly, That, if her 
huſband be dead, ſhe is free from that law, and may 


be married to another man: ſo the elect ſinner, 


who reckoned himſelf alive without the law in a 
ſtate of nature, finds that, when the commandment 
comes, {in revives, and he dies. And, as ſoon as 
he is killed by the letter, or finds the law to be 
ordained unto death, Rom. vii. 10. he is become 
dead to the law; and the law is a killing letter, or 
death, unto bim, for it cannot give life. He may then 
be married to Chriſt—not that he may live a looſe, 
licentious life, (for none but the devil himſelf 
could ever father ſuch things upon a ſpiritual union 
with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt) but zhat we Gould bring 
forth fruit unto Cod; which the killing power of the 
law could not enable us to do, becauſe it could not 
give life: For, whon we were in the fleſh, the motions 
of fin, dubich were by the law, did work in our mem- 
bers, to bring forth fruit unto death, Rom. vii. 5. 
The apoſtle tells us that we are dead to the law, 
looſed from the law, and delivered from it, and 
that by the body of Chriſt ; for the law of the Spirit 
ol life in Chriſt J eſus makes us e from the law of 
- fin and death. * 


If all this be true—that the believer is dead 10 the 
law, 
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law, as a ideen 1 is to the charms of a dead huſband; 
that the law can give him no more liſe than a dead 
huſband's corpſe can to a ſurviving widow ; that, 


from this death, the widow is free from the law f 


her huſband, as the believer is from the law of 
Moſes; and that ſhe may be married to another 
man, as the believer may to Chriſt; and bear fruit 
to the ſecond huſband, as the believer does to God; 
and be under the law of wedlock to the ſecond hul- 
band, as the believer is under the law [of eternal 
wedlock] to Chriſt, who has made him free from 
the law of ſin and death by the law of the Spirit of 
life, and brought him under grace, having eſpouſed 
him to him for ever in righteouſneſs, in faithful- 
neſs, in loving-kindneſs, and in great mercy, that 
he may know his Lord and Hufband I ſay, ſuch 
ſouls can have no huſband but Chriſt, nor be under 
any law but to him: and he gives us a ſweet ac- 
count of his eaſy yoke in various terms, ſuch as his 
word, his law, his ſayings, his commandments, © &c. 
which all amount to one and the dame. _ as we 
ſhall ſhew preſentlix. Wer 
God's laws, which are his new covenant, are 
written in the .believer's heart by the Spirit of the 
living God, which makes him a /iving. epifle, not 
a dead formaliſt. It is a fountain of life, not a 
killing letter; and it makes him fruitful: to God, 
not barren in the knowledge of him. Phe law, mag- 
nified and made honourable, is in the heart of Chriſt; 


= it is the law of the Spirit of life in him that 
. 3 | | males | 
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+ makes the ſaint free; and he is under that law to | 
. Chriſt, whoſe worp is life. He that rejefeth me, 
aud receiveth not my woRDs, hath one that judgeth 
kim: the worD that I bave ſpoken, the ſame ſhall 
Judge him in the laſt day, —For I have not ſpoken of 

.. myſelf ; but the Father which ſent me, he gave me 
a COMMANDMENT, What 1 ſhould ſay, and what 1 
: ſhould ſpeak ; and I know that his COMMANDMENT 
is life everlaſting, John xii. 48—50. He that hath 

my COMMANDMENTS, and keepeth- them, he it is 
that loveth me. If a man love me, he will keep 
my woRDs, and my Father will love him. Verily, 

. verily, I ſay unto you, if a man keep my savIxc, 
be ſhall never ſee death, John viii. 5 1. He that 
loveth me not, keepeth not my savixcs, John xiv. 

24. This is the law of the a life, that the 
+ believer is under. 

If ever my own | luſt ſhould entice me to 2 looſe 
| [aid licentious way of living, the right horſe ſhall 
wear the ſaddle: the Devil and William Huntington 
| ſhall bear the ſeandal; for I will never palm it upon 

this doctrine, which has brought me from the 

drudgery of devils and the pains of hell, and has 
kept my ſoul in hope of heaven for now theſe twenty- 

 _ five years: and, for my own part, I wiſh every one 

that calls me an Antinomian had got the ſame hope. 

I think the devil would have more cauſe to complain 

than he has now; and that leſs licentiouſneſs, and | 

more good works, would appear, than do at pre- 
ſent, except in the talking part; for a fool is known 


— — 
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by a multitude of words. In all labour there is profits 
but the talk of the lip tendeth ony zo n Prov. 
xiv. 23. 

a non-entity. may be a = as ſoon as longs 
Is: this true, Sir? Is a non- entity, a thing that never 
had exiſtence, as good a rule as love, which ts the 
fulfilling of the law ? Divine love, impreſſed on the 
ſoul by the Spirit, is more valuable than the word 
love in the letter, or on tables of ſtone. Love in 
the heart to God and our neighbour is the grand 
hinge of all the law and the prophets, and a fulfil- 
ling of them, for it is both the old and the new com- 
mandment. But is it not ſtrange that the word love 
in the letter ſhould be the believer's only rule of life, 
and the Spirit of love in the heart be nothing but a 
non-entity? And is it not more ſtrange, that he wo 
holds the killing letter a rule of life, ſhould be an 
evangeliſt ; and he who holds that the righteouſneſs 
of the law is fulfilled in thoſe who walk in the Spirit, 
ſhould be a black Antinomian ? You: will no more 
Jive by your letter rule, than you would by the word 
bread in the midſt of famine. It is the ſubſtance, not 
the ſhadow; the thing, not the name; the power, 
not the word, of him that is puffed up; the life, not 
the letter; God's own work in the heart, not the talk 
of the lip, that God looks at; and that muſt ſave 
you, if ever you are ſaved. The will of God in the 
goſpel is a perfect rule. This myſtery of his will, 
which | is the myſtery of faith, when revealed to the 
B 2 $M Nag heart, 5 8 
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| Heart, and held in a pure conſcience, is the law of 
faith on tlie believer's mind and heart. Such a man 
is a ſpiritual man, and has a ſpiritual rule; is a new 
creature, and walks in newneſs of life; is guided by 
the Spirit of God, and ſerves in the newneſs of the 
Spirit, not in the oldneſs of the letter. In Chrift 
Fus neither circumciſion availeth any thing, nor uncir- 
cumciſion, but a new creature: and as many as walk 
according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, 1. 
pon the Nucl of Cod, Gal. vi. 15. 
Query. If che Law of Moſes, or Ten Command 
ments, be the believer's only rule of life, ſhould not 
a believer be ſaid to walk, to live, and to work, zy. 
that rule? Does one text in the Book of God call 
the Pentateuch the believer's only rule ? Or is there 
one text in that book which ſays that the believer is 
to walk, live, or work,' By that rule? Does not the 
Scripture ſay that he walks 25 faith, and lives by 
faith, and works by faith? On which account his 
_ obedience is called the obedience of faith, his life the 
life of faith, and his works the works of faith, And 
the law of faith muſt be a _— rule, if whatſoever 
| . of faith is fin. | 


- Query. z.. They were ben ns before 


| 7 ce 4 God, walking IN all the commandments of the 


Lord blameleſs, Luke i. 6. If they were both 
Tighteous, they were juſtified by faith, for be that 
Belirvetb not is condemned already, and the wrath of 
"8 abides 22 * a if they walked in God's 
9 2 2 | command- 


* 


* 
IM 
* 
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commandments blameleſs, the commandments was 
the way they walked | in, and faith was he rule, by 
which they walked i in that way. 

Pſalm cxix. 32. „ will run he Way of thy com- 
« mandments, when thou ſhalt enlarge my heart.“ 
Unbelief and ſlaviſh fear contract the heart; faith, 
that worketh by love, enlarges it; love caſteth out 
fear. Then he that walks in love (which you call 
a non- entity), walks the «way of God's command- 
ments, though he be called a black Antinomian, 
for love is the fulfilling of the law; and he that 
lives and walks by faith, as his rule, is a righteous 
man, and walks in (though not ) God's com- 
eg oj blameleß, . he be neyer ſo mich 
blamed. 
I Will 1 my cates in fulpenſ and my apo 
_ nents at bay, no longer; but, for the comfort and 


eſtabliſhment of the former, and the confuſion of the 


latter, I will put a few Queries: for hitherto ſome 

have cried one thing, and ſome another; the aſſem- 
blies have been confuſed, and the greater part have 
not known wherefore they came together, nor what 
they were come to hear. Paul fays, Ve are not 
without law to God, but under the law-to Chriſt, 
1 Cor. ix. 21. Here the belieyer hs a lam to God, 
and is under a law to Chriſt; Query, What law is 
this that a believer has, and holds, toward God? Is 
it the law of Moſes, which worketh wrath? Is it the 
ten commandments, engraven on ſtone, that miniſter 


| death? 1s it the covenant of works, by which, ng 
"0 B * OY fleſh 


-” 
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fleſh living can be juſtified ? Ts it the killing letter, 
that ſtops the mouth, and brings the world in guilty 
before God? If you reply, Yes, then, I fay, we are 
juſt where we were; our faith is vain; we are yet in 
our fins, and Chrift profits vs nothing. And if you 
* fay, No, the believer is not without law to God, for 
he has his law in his heart, and holds a new covenant 
toward God; as it is written, © The days come that 
ce I will make a e covenant with the houſe of Iſrael, 
te and the houſe of Judah; 0. according to the cove- 
nan that I made with their fathers when I took 
« them out of the land of Egypt | they brake that], 
ce although I was a huſband unto them. But this 
te ſhall be the covenant that I will make with the 
< houſe of Iſrael after thoſe days, faith the Lord: I 
es will put my law in their inward part, and write it 
te upon their heart; and I will be their God, and 
de they ſhall be my people. And they ſhall all know 
te me, from the leaſt to the greateſt, faith the Lord; 
<« for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remem- 
* ber their ſin no more. Jer. xxxi. 31—34. I ſay, 
if you allow this to be the Jaw that the believer has 
toward God, you muſt ſay, as Paul does, we are de- 


©  Jivered from [Moſes] law, that we may ſerve in the 


newneſs of the Spirit, and not in the oldneſs of the 


letter. Yea, you muſt allow that the believer is not 


under the law, but under grace; for this law is the 
dab of faith, and this covenant is the covenant of 
grace: and if you allow this to be the law that a be- 


SY liever hath toward God (obo is not withaut law to 


ban): 
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him), then what becomes of your only rule of life? | 
yea, and you are as black an Antinomian as I, But 


if you reply, It is not this new covenant, it is not 
this law of faith in the heart, that the believer has 
and holds toward God, but the old covenant, or the 


killing letter then I aſk, What is that law that 


we are redeemed from, and delivered from, and are 
not under? What is that law that the child of 
Grace is not under? My opponents muſt. either 
make Chriſt's redeeming us from under the law, 


his delivering us from the law, and his eaſy yoke of 


grace, nothing, in order to hold their only rule; 
or elſe confeſs themſelves Moſes's diſciples alto- 
| gether. They muſt either give up their rule, agree 


with Paul, and become rank Antinomians; or elſe 


| drop their preſent title, and aſſume that of miniſters 
of the letter, and hold their rule by virtue of that 
office. By the other they cannot ; grace muſt be 
no more grace, or work muſt be no more work: 
they muſt ſtick to the law, and give up the Saviour's 
yoke ; or ſtand faſt in Chriſt, and give up the Town 
of bondage. 

e We are under the law to Chriſt,” 1 Cor. ix. 21, 


Query, What law is this that the believer is under 
to Chriſt? Is it your only rule of life? If fo, what 


js that law (as was before obſerved) that Chriſt de- 


livered us, and ſaved us, from? And if you fay, 


It is the law of the Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus, 


(that the believer is under) which” makes him free 


Jon the wy in and death, Rom. vill, 2, then 


"OF you 


"28 
ä , 
1 
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you agree with Paul, and ſubmit to (what all my 

| oppoſers call) rank Antinomianiſm : and where, 

then, is all that reproach to fall that has been _ ; 
ed upon my head? 

God has writ his law on the ſaint's bern, and put 

ñjt in his mind; and this is the law of faith: therefore 


_ of life, in Chriſt, makes him free from the law of ſin 
and death, and he is under this law to Chriſt. Bring 
any other yoke, or rule of life, from God's book, if 
you can. I defy every opponent I have to do it, 
or to bring one text to prove it. This law of the 

Spitit of life in Chriſt goes by various names: it is 

the old commandment which is the word, and that 
is the '2oord of life. It is called Chriſt's Sayings, 

which is life: He that keeperh my ſaying ſhall never 
fee'denth, It is called the Law of the Wiſe, which 

ir the fountain of life; the Law of Liberty, that makẽs 

{ + us free from the law of death. It is called the Law 

of Truth, that was with Levi; the Law of Kindneſs, 
that comes from love, bat we may not die, but live. 

It is called the Law of Faith: The juſt ſhall live by 

faith.” It is called Chriſt's Father's Commandment : 

He gave me commandment what I ſhould ſay, and what 

I fhould fpeak ; and I know that his commandment is 

life everlaſting. Here is the Father's commandment, 

and here is the law of the Spirit of life in Chriſt. 

This is the law written in the mind, and put in the 

fleſhly tables of a broken heart, where ir appears Þ 
* of life © ſpringing up into life everlaſting ; | 
95 while 


Bt" fs dt without lato to God, The law of the Spirit 
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while your only rule, engraven on tables of ſtone, 
miniſters nothing; but death. 

Fighting againſt theſe things is only beating the 
air; and blowing the old trumpet is giving an un- 
certain ſound, for the watchman knows not what 
he ſays, nor whereof he affirms; and who can pre- 
pare for the battle, in hope of gaining the victory, 
when it is not the fight of faith that they are called 
to engage in? Te 


c Faith is an eye, a hand, a W no rule. 4 


 Aufever. The law of faith includes, 2 affords, 
every thing that the law of Moſes requires. And 
it is a perfect rule; for whatſoever the law of faith 
doth not point out, and whatſoever is not done in 
the faith of the goſpel, is ſin. If it be no rule of 
obedience, how can the ſaint's obedience be called 
the obedience of faith ? And how can men be pu- 
niſhed with eveyaſting deſtruction for not obeying 
it; and be condemned as hypocrites and unbelievers, 
if it be not a rule of obedience? It appears to me, 
that it is both a rule of liſe and a rule of judgment. 
The Scripture ſays, we are to walk 2 faith, and live 
by faith, How can a man walk by it, and live by it, 
if it is no rule? The law of faith is a perfect rule, 
and the grace of faith directs the ſteps of the ſaints 
to walk by it. Nor is the law of Moſes, or ten 
commandments, ever called the believer” s only rule 
of life or walk ; ; nor is s the belie ver ever ſaid to walk 


by 
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by the law of Moſes, or y the ten commandments, 
A believer is ſaid to walk by faith; and a juſt man 
to walk in the commandments, not them; and to 

run the way of them: and without faith there is no 
walking in theſe commandments ; and, without love 
to enlarge the heart, there is no running the way of 
them; and both faith and love eh to the $2500 
rule that I contend for, 


oo The Law is perſet—and Ie, = 


Both theſe are true: and, had you ſeen the riſe. 
tion of it, and felt its force, you would have called 
it, as others have done, a yoke that neither ſaint nor 
finner is able to bear; and would have been glad to 
have found it magnified by, and ſecured in the heart 
of, a Mediator, rather than co and deſite to 


have your neck brought under it. 


« Angels are under 1.5 


Is this ſpeaking as the oracles of God? The 
law was delivered by God himſelf to Adam, and by 
1 5 Moſes i it was delivered to Iſrael; and it was ordained 

by angels i in the hand of a Mediator. But I never 

read that it was delivered 10 angels; nor were they 
ever circumciſed to become debtors to fulfil it; nor 
- 5s there one inſpired penman in the Bible that ever 
applied it to them. God's voice by them is to the 
ſons of men; nor did I ever hear of any modern 
divine applying it to them, till Sir Ham Cottiſh and 


Mr. Wake appeared in orders. If angels are under 
7 | | any 
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any law, I think they are under the perfect law of 
liberty, or what Solomon calls the /aw . of kindneſs. 
It is their liberty that makes their ſervice perfect . 
freedom; and it is the law of loving-kindneſs that 
makes them fly ſo ſwift as:they do, and cover their 
faces and their feet, when they have done, in token 
of no boaſting of merit: the glory is given to the 
Object they cry to—Holy, holy, holy—Holy Father, 
Holy Son, and Holy Ghoſt. This law of liberty 
and love none but the real ſaint knows, and is moſt 
certainly the law of angels; and will be enjoyed in 
perfection by glorified ſaints when they come to be 
equal to the angels of God, ae the chikifen of the 
Reſurrection, | | 
In'theſe matters is hanifetes thi children of the 


bond woman and the children of the free the mi- 


niſters of the letter, and the miniſters of the Spirit. 
The miniſter that hath this new covenant made with 
him, and this law.of faith written on his heart; who 

is made free from the law of fin and death by the 
law of the Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus; is a miniſter - 
of God's Spirit, not of the letter. He is an ambaſ- 
ſador of Chriſt, and an ambaſſador of peace. Heis 
an adopted ſon of God, and the Spirit of his hea- 
venly Father ſpeaketh in him. He is, according to 
the troubled ſinner's wich, in God's ſtead. He takes 
forth the vile from the precious, and is as God's 
mouth.” He has the Spirit and word of God, the 
| keys of the kingdom of heaven. What his miniſtry 
binds upon earth, in heaven is Jon ; and what ſuch 
a mi- 
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a miniſtry looſes on earth, in heaven is looſed. Chriſt | 
is with ſuch always, even to the end of the world, 
The goſpel is the miniſtration of the Spirit to the 
end of time; and Chriſt is the ſame yeſterday, to- 
day, and for ever. As Chriſt was, ſo are ſuch mini- 
ſters in the world. He that receives them, receives 
Chriſt ; for he dwells in their hearts by faith, and is 
in them the hope of glory; and they who deſpiſe 
them, deſpiſe Chriſt that ſent them; and his Father, 
who ſent him. They have power to ſbut heaven, that 
it rain not during their prophecy; for there can be no 
benediction from Heaven but by the miniſtry of the 
Spirit. They have power to turn waters io blood as 
often as they will, Sinners, compared to water, muſt 
deſpite to the Spirit of grace, or quench the Spirit in 
the Lord's ambaſſadors. And this power is not of 
them; they have this treaſure in earthen veſſels, that 
the excellency and- the power may appear to be of God, 

and not of them, Such men come not with excel- 
| lency of ſpeech, or men's wiſdom, but in the de- 
monſtration of the Spirit, and with power: not with 
the words that man teacheth, but with ſuch as the 
Holy Ghoſt teacheth; not comparing themſelves 
with themſelves, but comparing ſpiritual things with 
ſpiritual; appealing to every man's conſcience in 
the ſight of God; not knowing the ſpeech, of them 


that are puffed up, but the power; declaring that 


the kingdom of heaven ſtandeth not in word, but in 
e and that a ſaint's Os in the wiſ- 
. dom 
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dom of men, but in the power of God. And who 
will make me a liar in this, and prove my ſpeech 
to be nothing worth? 

It is the bleſſed Spirit of God that !efifies of Chrift 
tous, and glorifies him in us; and it is in ſpirit and 
in truth that he will be honoured in us, and worſhipped 
by us. Nor do I believe that God pays any regard 
to any one's vindicating his honour or his truth, 
but his own ſpiritual children; not allowing @ Hypo- 
crite to take his covenant in his mouth, or even to de- 
clare his ſtatutes; nor to offer a ſacrifice . com- 
mitting abomination. 

When I firſt came to London, I heard 8 
things held forth for doctrines: but I knew that 
I was young, and durſt not ſberp mine opinion; for I 
thought that days ſhould ſpeak, and that the multitude 
e years ſhould teach wiſdom. But I find, now, that 
old men are not always wiſe, nor do the aged under- 
ſtand judgment. Man muſt fetch bis knowledge from 
afar, and aſcribe righteouſneſs to his Maker, if he does 
any good. It is the breath of God that gives a man 
life, and the inſpiration of the Almighty that gives 
him underſtanding. Without this, a man reaſons 
with unprofitable talk; and with words, or ſpeeches, 
wherewith he can do no good. His converfation 
and arguments are blunt; and, if he cannot wwher the 
edge with prayer, he muſt put forth more ftrengtb, 
Eccleſ. x. 10. But by ftrength ſhall. no man prevail, 
1 Sam. ii. 9. When the poor and needy, in ppirit, 
hav right, how forcible are rib words! But con- 
verſation, 
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verſation, or argument, from. a barren heart and 4 
crafty head, are, like the white of an egg. unſavoury, 
and without a concluſion ; and what doth their ar- 
guings prove, diſprove, or reprove ? | 
An unconverted man is no miniſter of the goſpel ; 
an uninſpired man is no miniſter of the Spirit. An 
unbeliever cannot preach the faith of God's elect; 
he is not endued with power from on high; nor is 
there either excellency or power with him. Caſting 
out devils is not converſion ; the devil muſt be cf 
aut of the heart, and Chrift formed in it, before a man 
can be converted to the faith of Jeſus. Such are no 
- preachers of the kingdom of God, for that is not in 
word. Such can ſay no more than Judas could, 
that they have taken part of the miniſtry, the office of 
a miniſter, not the ſpirit of the miniſtry; and ſuch 
are ſure to make ſhipwreck of their ſyſtem of faith, 
for a prating fool ſhall fall, and 3 ſhall take his 
office. The beſt titles that the word of God gives to 
uninſpired men, are — Welli without water, boaſters 
of a falſe gift, clouds without rain, virgins without 
oil, inftruments without life, trumpeters without any 
certain ſound, beaters of the air, runners at uncer- 
Lain), cutters, wolves, creepers into houſes, haters of 
thoſe that are good, vain janglers, miniſters of the 
letter, deceitful workers, and falſe apoſtles. I heſe 
are the beſt titles that men can claim from Serjpture, 
Who are ſenſual, deſtitute of the Spirit, and who have 
nut the dofirine of Chriſt, for ſuch/ have not God. 


+ it is clear chat che children of God and the 
: | children 
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children of the devil divide the whole world: the 
bond woman's baſtards, and the. free woman's ſons ; 
the miniſters of the letter, and thoſe of the Spirit; 
impoſtors of Satan, and ambaſſadors of Chriſt ; 
goats and ſheep; ſerpents and doves; children of 
the fleſh, and children of promiſe; reprobates and 
choſen veſſels ; divide. the human race. Nor 1s it 
in the power of either devils or hypocrites to break 
_ down this middle wall of partition, fo as to lay the 
garden of Eden and the dreary deſart together. 
The Church will ever remain to be God's huſbandry, 
God's family, and God's building. 
I ſhall now take notice of a few . and 8 
ſentences diſcharged againſt this doctrine, at different 
times; with a few Queries on them. 1 

ce The daring Antinomian, who denies the law to 85 
e g rule of life, does deſpite to tbe Spirit of grace.” 
Query—How can a man who levels the force of the 
whole law at miniſters of the letter and bond- 
children, ( to whom the law ſpeaks ;) and enforces, 
and inſiſts upon, a ſpiritual birth, ſpiritual worſhip, 
a ſpiritual life and walk, a deliverance from dead 
works and lip-ſervice, and a ſervice of freedom in 
the newneſs of the Spirit; and who declares that, 
without holineſs in heart and life by the Spirit of 
Chriſt, that a man is no more than a hypocrite— 
do deſpite to the ſpirit of grace? I think, if ſuch a 
man does 4gpite to any, it muſt be to a dead formal- 

iſt, and his dead works performed in the oldne eſs of 
the later. / 


"" "The 
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© Tet no man exalt Jeſus at the expence of Moſes.” 
Query—Is there any other way of eſtabliſhing the 
- honour of Moſes as a faithful ſervant, or his law as 
a revelation of wrath, than by the righteouſneſs of 
faith, which was witneſſed both by the law and the 
Prophets? If we would imitate Moſes in faithful- 
© neſs, muſt we not aſcribe greatneſs to our God, 
ſeeing he is the Rock, and his work is perfect; and 
there is none like the God of Jeſhurun, who rideth 
upon the heavens in our help, and in his excellency 
| On the ſky? And fay to all thoſe who cleave to 
the old veil, as Moſes did, that they are blind, and 
deſtitute of faith ; a nation void of counſel; children 
in whom is no faith? © T have led you forty years 
« in this wilderneſs; and Gad has not given you eyes 
© 7o. ſee, nor ears to hear, nor hearts to underſtand, 
ce 4% this day.” Does aſcribing the whole of our 
ſalvation to the grace of God diſhonour Moſes, 
who has curſed, and ſtill accuſes every ſoul hog 
breaks his law, and yet cleaves to it for life? Or is 
there any other way of exalting Moſes, or ourſelves, 
(as God's ſervants) but by bowing down the mean 
man, humbling the haughty, and exalting the Lord 
of Hoſts alone, ſeeing he only is to be exalted in 
goſpel days? They that honour me, will 1 honour ; 
but thoſe that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eftcemed. © 
&« The only rule of life is included in the law.” 
'Query—Can you point the faith of our Lord Jeſus | 
Chrift, repentance toward God, juſtification by im- 
Putation, regeneration by the Spirit, * the 
| 7 Trinity 
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Trinity in ſpirit: and in wuth, ſelf-denial, a daily 
croſs, walking in newneſs of life, ſerving in the 
newneſs of the Spirit, and going to God by a new 
and living way which he hath conſecrated through 
the veil of Chriſt's fleſh: I ſay, can theſe things be 
made plain from the ten commandments? Does 
| God promiſe to give grace and glory in or by that 
diſpenſation? Or is the ſhining path of the juſt diſ- 
covered by blackneſs and darkneſs ; or by looking 
with opgn face, and beholding, as in a glaſs, the 
glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt? - x 
' & I would as ſoon let the Pope get inio my ey 
« as 4 man that ſays the law is not a rule of life.” 
Query Would you not, then, exclude the Saviour, 
and all his apoſtles, from your pulpit; and all the 
miniſters of the Spirit who ſpeak as the oracles of 
| God? Do any of theſe ſend the believer to the law 
of Moſes for their only rule to live, to walk, and to 
work by ? Would not this doctrine have kept them 
halting between two opinions? Can the believer's 
thoughts be eſtabliſhed by this? Has not God di- 
vided the world into two claſſes, children of the 
fleſh, and children of the promiſe? Are not the 
children of the fleſh under the law, and thoſe of the 
promiſe . under grace? If the law ſpeaks only to 
thoſe who are under the law, does not the goſſ pel 
ſpeak to the heirs of promiſe who are under grace? 
I the law is al rule of life to the bond child, This do, 
and thou" ſbalt live; is not the law of faith the be- 
_— rule, ſeeing he that believes bas liſe, and 
C ſhall 
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ſhall never die; and as many as walk according to 
this rule, mercy on them, and peace, and upon the 
Iael of God? Is there any thing that the law re- 
quires which the promiſe does not give? Is there 
any thing by God's commanding will required, that 
his will of promiſe, called the good pleaſure of his will, 
does not work in us? Does God's willingneſs to 
Jhew bis wrath on the veſſels of wrath fitted for de. 
ferufion, as revealed in thick darkneſs, bring any 
better tidings to ſinners ears than the good-will of 
bim that dwelt in the buſh; and who has ſince pro- 
claimed from heaven, by his angels, glory to himſelf 
in the higheſt, on earth peace, and good-will to- 
wards men in the law of faith? The law of faith 
reſpects all, implies all, includes all, and fulfils all. 
There is nothing revealed in the law that faith is 
not obedient to ; there. is nothing required in the 
law that the law of faith doth not furniſh the be- 
liever with. God's will of commandments reveals 
| him wiLLING o ſheww his wrath, and make his power 
known, endured with much long-ſuſſering, on the vg. 
fels of wrath, Rom. ix. 22. But this is the wiLL of 
bim that ſent me (lays the Saviour), that whoſoever 


* f ſfcetb the Son, and believeth on him, may not periſh, but 


5 — EPL One 


bave everlaſting life—for it is not the wiLL of our | 
Father, which is in heaven, that one of theſe little 
ones (in faith) ſhould periſh. Here is God's ill, 
and my rule; and it may truly be called he believ- 


ers only rule of life, for life everlaſting eee 
n | 
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Me have got ſome in our day who Jay the law is 
« not @ rule of life. For my part, I know not how 
« ſuch men read their Bibles : 1 read that, without 
« holineſs, no man ſhall ſee the Lord.” Query But 
does holineſs come by the law? Are we ſanctified 
thereby? Thoſe who ſtick to the law are clean in 

their own eyes; but are they waſhed from their 
filthineſs? They juſtify themſelves; but, are they 

Juſt before God? Can they be holy without being 
ſanctified by the Holy Ghoſt ? And he that minifters 
the Spirit, doth he it by the works of the law, or by 
_ the hearing of faith? Is not the Holy Ghoſt the 
Spirit of promiſe? Does he go forth from Mount 


Sinai, or Mount Zion? Does he come by the law, TY, 


or by the goſpel? Are any cleanſed but by the Sa- 
viour's blood? Is there any heart purified but by 
1 ? Is it not by the erceeding great and precious 
promiſes that wwe are made partakers of the divine 
nature? Are not the ſons of God made partakers of 
the Spirit of Adoption? Does not God chaſten ſuch 
for their profit, that they may be partakers of his holi- 
eſs And does not this all come from the © mini- 
C ſtration of the Spirit, which exceeds in glory? * 
<« For the miniſtration of death had no glory in this 
© reſpect, by reaſon of the glory that excelleth; for 
« if that which is done away was glorious, much 
« more that which nnen ns 2 TW 
ix. 811. 
"Theſe are ſome of 95 weighty ſentences which 
hape at different times been thrown out againſt me, 
21 | 2 and 


# 
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and the doctrine that God himſelf hath taught me. 
And it is evident that they have confuted nothing, 
cleared nothing; nor hath any thing been eſtabliſheq 
by this buffoonery, nor ever will; for Truth hath 
declared, that thoſe who turn afide to vain jangling, 
deſiring to be teachers of the"law, know not what they 


fay, nor whereof they affirm; and this chain of quo- 


tations is a ſufficient proof of it. I ſhall now leave 


the prieſt, and ſpeak t to * people; z or, TI wan 


to the n. | 


* COURTEOUS AND CHRISTIAN READER, 850 


1 LITTLE thought that, for dropping a ſingle ſen- 
=* tence from the pulpit, I ſhould have been loaded 
with ſo much reproach, and have been led forth into 
ſo long a controverſy ; but we read of ſome 70ho make 
a man an offender for a word, even when the poor and 
needy ſpeaketh right. But, bleſſed be God, all that 


has been written or faid has never in the leaſt 


brought my mind over to long for Padan-aram, the 
land of Egypt, or for a ſecond journey through the 
Wilderneſs of Sin. My. face is ftill taward Mount: 
Gilead; the land of Canaan; and Mount Zion, ſo 
beautiful for ſituation, hence called the joy of the 
whole earth: for I am perſuaded that theſe are ſtill 
in my road; knowing that thoſe who are ſaved ſhalt 
view the houſe of Iſaac, ſee the land that is very far 


off, and. inguire the my 4% Zion "me Sar yh 
#berward, „ 4 ni 3 
n | £ ud " ; b 1 have i 
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J have as yet ſeen nothing in the writings, nor 
heard any thing from the pulpit, nor ſeen any thing 
in the life of my opponents, that has 1n the leaſt in- 
fluenced my mind to incline toward the yoke of 
bondage, but quite the reverſe; and I bleſs God that 
he has not in the leaſt permitted my foul to wander 
from the truth, in order to follow them in ſtumbling 
upon the dark mountains; but, contrariwiſe, all that 
they have ſaid has drove me cloſer to Chriſt, and 
farther and farther into the myſtery of faith. And 
I do in reality believe, that this controverſy has been 
intended (under God) to make me ſearch the cove- 
nant of grace more cloſely, and to bring forth thoſe 
truths which are ſo contrary to fleſh and blood, and 
ſo deſpicable in the eyes of the unconverted. And 
] muſt confeſs that I am greatly indebted to my nu- 
merous oppoſers for their cloſe purſuit of me; for, 

had they let me alone, I never had, in this my pil- 
grimage, ſeen the beauty of the everlaſting covenant, 
as I now ſee it; nor the rich diſplays of grace, as 
they now appear, eſpecially in the n glaſs of 
my opponents Ignorance. FO 
The law of God, ſo often mentioned in We writ 
as written on the hearts of his choſen people, is the 
covenant of grace, the myſtery of faith, the new 
covenant, or the everlaſting goſpel, which is ſo little 
underſtood in this our day; and all the happy par- 
takers thereof are under the grace of God, which ſhalt 
reign, through righteouſneſs, ta arne, life, by Jyjus 


COINS 
FD 14 | There | 


38 THE BOND CHILD BROUGHT TO THE TEST} 


There are five things, reader, which will make 
thee and me- fruitful, and acceptable, even when it 
ſhall be made manifeſt that the kingdom of God is 
not in word; and theſe are—an union with the true 
and living Vine; a confidence in the blood and 
righteouſneſs of the Saviour ; the dominion of grace 
reigning through righteouſneſs; the promiſe of 
God that we ſhall bring forth fruit in old age; and 
the certainty of the Hay Ghoſt abiding with us for 
' Alfo, take no heed, reader, unto all the words that 
are ſpoken, Eccleſ. vii. 21, for a vain jangler utters 
diverſe vanities ; but ſearch the Scriptures for thy- 
ſelf; and they will inform thee concerning the two 
covenants, that of grace, and that of works; God's 
wILL of commandments, and his WILL of promiſe, 
SGob's wiLL is man's rule: the former is a rule for 
the /erg/amz, and the ave; the latter is a rule for the 
ſon,.and the heir. The ſervant muſt work and walk 
by the former, in order to get his wages (which is 
reckoned of debt); for it is the will of God that he 
ſhould do hoſe things, if be will enter into life, The 
latter is God's gad cill to the fon; and the penitent 
fon that obeyed, and went into the vineyard, did the 
WILL of bis Father, Matt. xxi. 31. For whoſoever 
ſhall do the wilt of my Father, which is in beaven 
(ith Chriſt), the ſame is my _ aud jifter, ang 
ben, Matt, xii. 50. 
To the ſervant God calls himſelf a Maſter; but 
to the ſon he calls himſelf a Father. I on honour 
ITO bt hl eta 
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eth bis FATHER, and a ſervant his MasTtR. / 
then, I be a Father, where is mine honour ? and if 1 
he a Maſter, where is my fear ? ſaith the Lord of 
Hoſts. Mal. i. 6. If this be the caſe, reader, is not 
the Maſter's will the ſervant's rule? Let the Maſ- 
ter's commanding will be reſiſted, or not obeyed or 
complied with, the place is loſt, and the wages too, 
for the ſervant abideth not in the houſe ever, but the 
fon abideth ever. And is not the 600D-wiLL of the 
father the ſon's rule, as hath been before proved; 
which is called our heavenly Father's will; his good 
Till ; the myſtery of the Father's will, made known ; 
the good pleaſure of his will, which he fulfils in us, 
and the work of faith with power? Henceforth Cbriſt 
calls us not ſervants, for the ſervant knowgth not what 
his Lord doth; but I have called you friends, for all 
things that I have heard of the Father I have made 
known unto you, John xv. 15. Thou ſeafh, reader, 
that the ſervant knows not this my/fery of aur heavenly 
Father's WILL : he is not acquainted with this rule; 
only ſons and friends are entruſted with theſe ſecrets; 
Cod c. ſecret is with them that fear bim, and them only; 
and be ſhews them his covenant, : 
It is for want of knowledge in this myſtery that 
thou heareſt ſo much cavilling for the law being the 
only rule of life. They may have ſome knowledge 
of it literally and grammatically, but not ſpiritually 
nor experimentally. The natural man diſcerns not the 
things of the Spirit, nor does he know the power : 
{herefare they do err, not knowing the eee (which 
C4 are 


* 
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are ſpiritual), nor the power of God. If the law of 
Moſes be the believer's ony RULE of life, the goſpel 
has no rule at all: fo they make God's good. will, 
Which is the /aw of faith, a mere nothing; and fo 
the life, walk, and work of faith, is no obedience at 
all; for there is neither will, „. nor rule, to be 
obeyed. © Surely theſe good men do not exalt Jeſus 
e at the expence of Moſes,” but they exalt Moſes 
at the expence of Jeſus: for our King, Sovereign, 
Lawgiver, and Ruler, has left us no rule to live by; 
though the man that does the will of our Father 
which is in heaven ſhall enter into his kingdom; 
while the ſervant that comes with « Lord! Lord! 
© open to us!” ſhall be ſhut our. | | 
Chriſt's voice is to his ſheep, and e life 
| attends it. His ſheep hear his voice, and follow 
him; and ſuch ſhall enter into life, for he is the 
way, the truth, and the life. On the other hand, 
- whatſoever the law ſaith, it faith to them that are 
under it: and this way to heaven by works ſeems 
right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways 
of death. This is not the voice of Chriſt, but the 
voice of words: nor is it the new and living Way 
that God has conſecrated, but the contrary. Nor 
is the old cry, „ The law is the only rule of life,” 
Chriſt's voice, nor any thing like it; it belongs to 
the old wives fables, not to the lively oracles of 2 
by Chriſt Jeſus, | 
Satan has gained a deal of end by the repeatl 


N The law is che only rule of a believer's life.“ 
| Je 
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It has ſerved to keep many ſeeking ſinners in 
chains; and to blind ſome diſcerning people, who 
have been ſo hoodwinked by the old veil, that a lit 
tle dry morality will ſuffice. It has armed legions of 
light, trifling profeſſors, with malice, and matter for. 
ſander; fo that, as ſoon as a goſpel miniſter brings 
forth the myſtery of faith, it is blaſphemed, and 
loaded with the name of black Antinomianiſar; and 
the preacher of it is viewed as firſt couſin to Simon 
Magus. By theſe means the  bond-ſervant keeps 
the pulpit, and the devil the palace; for Satan 
knows there is no fear of truth gaining ground upon 
the heart and affections while it is ridiculed and 
blaſphemed. If this is not rebelling againſt the 
light, and doing deſpite to the Spirit of grace, what 
is? The: goſpel is ſet forth as having no ſufficient 
rule, Chriſt is diveſted of his ſovereignty, the old 
law as the better covenant, and Moſes as worthy of 
more honour than Jeſus: his ambaſſadors are repre- 
ſented as encouragers of vice, and the truths of the 
everlaſting goſpel as leading to licentiouſneſs—and 
what can the devil himſelf do or ſay more ? 
L have in this little piece endeavoured to futniſh 
thee, reader, with a few arguments, that thou mayeſt 
have ſomewhat to anſwer-them that glory in appear- 

ance, but not in heart. Love thou the truth, and 
peace: and be not diſmayed and terrified at every 
miniſter of confuſion ; ſuch muſt come, but God will 
bring every work into judgment. If a preacher 
holds not the myſtery of faith in a pure conſcience, 
WF 1 , you 
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you know he has nothing to recommend him to the 
excellent of the earth: ſuch always will be battering 


the middle wall, and warping to the fleſh, and to the a 


law; contending for no other holineſs than a fair 
ſhew in the fleſh, an outward reformation ; dealing 
in general terms; drawing no line between the elet 
and reprobate, ſaint and finner ; obſcuring the great 
truths of the goſpel; dealing in invitations; ſpeaking 
well of the erroneous, and ridiculing the juſt; aim. 
ing to affect and move the paſſions; coveting the 
name and applauſe of a gentleman of candid and 
liberal ſentiments, and giving up nine doctrines of 
the Bible out of ten in order to gain it. But this is 
not rightly dividing the word of truth, nor doing the 
work of an evangeliſt ;* no real converſion- work goes 
on here; God ſets not his ſeal to this; this is not 
Wan forth the vile from the precious, nor being 
valiant for truth; it is walking in craftineſs, and 
handling the word of God deceitfully; and ſo it will 
appear when the great and terrible day of the Lord 
comes, in which he will render his anger with fury, 
and bis rebukes with flames of fire, Iſa. Ixvi. 15. The 
canting applauſe of hypocrites will be no ſhelter from 
that ſtorm, nor armour proof ſufficient to 2 the 
an of thoſe flames. 
Take heed how, and what you hear ;; 1 if a 


man hath not the doctrine of Chriſt, Truth declares 


that he hath not God: receive him not, neither into 
your heart, nor into your houſe, nor bid him God 
I Let 'ottiers * — and careſs him, 28 as 
7 they 
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they may; be not thou a partaker of other men's 
ſins ; nor entail his evil deeds on eee head, "_ w f 
ing him ſucceſs, | 
Prize your liberty, and ſtand faſt in it. .If 8 
art a ſon of the free woman, with a great ſum thou 
didſt obtain this freedom freedom from the bondage 
and curſe of the law; freedom from the reigning and - 
deſtroying power of ſin ; freedom of acceſs to a 
| throne of grace; freedom to call God Father ; free- 
dom of ſpeech, and freedom of ſoul. Truth hath 
made thee free, therefore loye the truth; the Spirit 
hath made thee free, therefore walk in the Spirit; 
Chriſt hath made thee free, and thou art free indeed, 
And may God bleſs thee with the joys of his ſalva- 
tion, and uphold thee with his free Spirit ; and then 
thou wilt ſay with truth and wiſdom, what many have 
uttered in falſehood and Ignorance, namely, that 
4 ſervice is perfet? frecd m. 
But, if thou once turn thy: back upon the truth, 
thou haſt neither ſhield nor buckler. He who keeps 
the word of Chriſt's patience ſhall be kept from the 
hour of temptation. He that erreth from the way 
of underſtanding ſhall remain in the congregation 
of the dead. The prudent are crowned with know- 
ledge ; and they muſt hold faſt that which they have, 
that no man take their crown. Itis not candour that 
ſecures the prize, but faithfulneſs. - Be. thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give aher a crown of li yes: Rev. 
. 30w-: 
B The ſon Wa ln not to be debaſed, nor re- 


8 2 duced 
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| duced to a level witli the baſtard and the Nave; noe 
is the ſervant to be exalted to a footing with the ſon, 
The ſon, who is lord of all, differs much from him: 
for he is not now under tutors and governors ; for 
the time appointed of the Father'is come, and the 
Spirit of adoption is given, Gal. iv. 2, 6. The ſon 
zs not to wear the ſervant's yoke, nor is the eaſy yoke 
of the ſon to be applied to the ſervant. This is not 
rightly dividing the word. God hath mercy on whom 
be will have mercy ; and this will of ' mercy is the 
good. ci of God in Chriſt concerning his-ſons and 
daughters; it is the heavenly Father's vil revealed, 
and is our rule. I will, and you ſpall, runs through 
the whole myſtery of faith: it is his will of purpoſe; 
and his will of promiſe; and is the ſaint's perfect, 
unalterable, and eternal rule of life, walk, 4 con- 
verſation. | 

And whom [God] wits. he VERIFY This is his 
will of commandments; by which he wiLL by no 
means clear the guilty, but wiLL make his power 
known on the veſſels of wrath. This will never 
humbled or foftened any finner (nor does his good- 
twill ever harden any). This is the ſervant's rule of 
life, and rule of work for life, by which none can 
ever live: Wherefore I gave them alſo STATUTES that 
were not good, and JUDGMENTS WHEREBY THEY | 
SHOULD "NOT LIVE, Ezek. xx. 25. 

When my opponents can make God's wil « pro- 
ini wie and his vill of commandments, his goed-will in 


C hriſt and his will of Wager in the law, his ill 
| : A 


© AND HIS USE OF THE LETTER CONSIDERED. © 45 
f mercy and his will of judgment, the Saviour's eaſy 
yoke and Moſes* unbearable yoke, the covenant of 
grace and that of works, the killing letter and the 
quickening Spirit, to be one and the ſame thing 
then the elect and reprobate, the child of God and 
the child of the devil, are made one alſo. And, when 
this is done, all my rank Antinomianiſm is confuted, 
and ſcattered into all pvinds. — Which is juſt as 
eaſy to be done, as to unite the two poles; bring 
Chriſt and Belial, the family of heaven and hell, to- 
gether: God's good-will fixes the one in heaven, 
N and his will of judgment fixes the other in hell. 
Reader, fare thee well. Grace, mercy, and peace, 
be with thee.— And, when it is well with thee, re- 
member me in prayer, That I may ſpeak of the glory 
of Cbriſt's kingdom, and talk of the Power ; to make 
known unto the ſons of men his mighty ads, and the 
glorious majeſty of his kingdom, Pſal. cxlv. 11, 12.— 
and thou wilt greatly oblige thy willing ſervant, in 
the * and patience of Chr, 


' 


W. HUNT ro. 8. q 


P. 8. When the laſt piece on this ſubject 1 in the 
world, two young men, fearing to read it, laid it before 
God, and entreated him to convince them whether it 
contained the truth or not, that they might either em- 
: brace or reject it; and, after earneſt prayer, they ven- 
7 ee 
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r them bod in; 5 bur oo plun out 2 their 
bondage, into that love, peaco, and liberty, which they 
never enjoyed before. I wiſh every reader of this 

pamphlet would go and do likewiſe. There are no 
better appeals than thofe which are made to the Searcher 

of hearts; nor is there any fear of 
tom a throne of grace: a trial there is ſure to diſcover 
or ſoundneſs of the author. 
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